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The Flood: Two Accounts 
~ -

. . . . . .. . . . . . . 
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One of the oldesr sr . d copies of the earch, an event 
thac cn11 be tr ones in the world cells of a grc,11 flood that dcc,mau:d rhc lands an P ncient cultures told versiom 

. aced co ch , . . A ,e Many a · , 
of this Slorv d c warmmg of the earclt s c/111,atc at chc end of the h{st Ice g ·. h was wr,tten down 

, .,, an two o' cl . . . f Gilgames ' . h . . • . 
clur,,117 the, . 1.. 'J · iese are cxce,pccd below. Thcf1rs1 mcluded m the Epic O h similar account ,n t e 

o JlfSl ,,al/ o'ch h . . . , Id r than t c . . 
Hebrew B bl 8 " e t ud m1/lc1111111111 a C.E . malling ,t 11! lease 1,500 years O e h h ro o1 the Sumer,an story 1s 

' e. uc boch b . ' . . d '( ns . T e e Utnap,sht,m The H are pro .ably the products of much older storyce/1,ng na 1 10 · 
ebrew story s hero is Noah. 

The Epic of Gilgamesh l 
1 

"'·U··. tnapi.sht~rn .s.~oke to Gilgamesh, 
~ saying. I will reYeal to 
, G 'I . you, 
. . , gamesh ... a secret of the 

8?ds . ... The hearts of the Great Gods 
moYed them to inflict the Flood. Their 
Father Anu uttered the oath (of se­
crecy) .... {But the god] Ea . . . repeated 

the,r talk {to me, saying]: 'o· man of 

Shuruppak, son of Ubartutu: Tear down 

the house and build a boat/ .. . Spurn 

possessions and keep alive livmg beingi;f 
Make all living beings go up into the 
boat. The boat which you are to build, its 
dimensions must measure equal to each 

other: its length must correspond to its 

width . Roof it over like the Apsu.' I un-

derstood and spoke to my lord, Ea: 'My 

lord, thus is the command which you 

have uttered. I will heed and will do 
ir.' . .. On the fifth day I /aid out her ex­
terior. It was a field .in area, its walls were 

each 10 ti,nes 12 cubits in height. . . . I 
provided it with six decks, thus dividing 
it into seven (levels) . .. . Whatever I had I 
loadeq on it . .. . All the living beings that 
I had I loaded on it. I !lad iill my kith and 
kin go up into the boat, all the beasts 
and animals of the field and the drafts­
men I had go up. 

"I watched the appearance of the 
weather-the weather was frightful to 
behold! I went into the boat and sealed 
the entry. .. . All day long the South 

Wind blew .. . , submerging the moun-

tain in water, overwhelming the people 

like an attack .. . Six days and seven 

nights came the wind and flood, the 

storm flattening the land. When the sev­

enth day arrived .. . [tJhe sea calmed, fell 

still, the whirlwind and flood $topped 
up . . .. \Vh en d seventh day m ,ve,J_ I se :lt 

forth a do•,e and 1.:;k'a ·-~d ,r Tro e · :,; '· 

went off, but came back to me, no perch 
was visible so it circled back to me. I sent 
forth a swallow and released it. The swal­

low went off, but came back to me, no 
perch was visible so it circled back to me. 
I sent forth a raven and released it. The 
raven went off, and saw the waters slither 
back. It eats, it scratches, it bobs, but 
does not circle back to me. Then I sent 
out everything in all directions and sacri­

ficed (a sheep). I offered incense in front 

of the mountain -ziggurat. ... 
"The gods smelled the savor .. . and 

collected like flies over a sacrifice .... 

Just then Enlil arrived. He saw the boat 
and became furious .... 'Whe re did a 

living being escape? No man was to sur­

vive the annihilation!' Ea spoke to V,1 liant 

Enid, saying ... 'How, how coul:--i / OU 

l~i" lng 01bout a Flood without co1L ·~r­

,, · · <1) Charge the violation to the vi , i; , · 
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"' a -tmt#fe-·· IIMI a,.: "" . ,..... ...,,_ 

l·ha1 ,•c lht' offt:n>e to the offender ,or, o , 

t,ul tx· c.omp,ui.,onate len (mankmd) be 
i:i,t 0 11, be patient le~t they be ~•lied· 
Entil went up 1nsldc the boat and, grasp-

ing rny hand, made me go lip He h.ld my 
wife go up and k.necl by rny side He 

touched our forehead and, stand.mg be-

So...tlt, M ..... ~~. C,-&:l<:• y K-.l'f;a,; \ , i• • .,, ' 

1"-f t , ,. ~1 (,, ,,.., ,,-,,t l~t,;rt Xl i 'A•c•fo••l. (.,. , 

\~lh, 1YlFI) , pp ~7 . IQl 

The Book of Genesis 

I
. a· he lord ~W that the W1cked-
L, . ness of. humanlc.ind was great 

. . 1n the earth and .. . !.aid, ·, will 

plot out from the earth the human be-
111g5 I have created . for I am sorry 1 
have made them." But Noah found favor 
in the sight of the Lord ... . God saw that 
the earth was corrupt and .. said to 
Noah, "I have determined to make an 
end to all flesh . Make yourself an ark 
of cypress wood, make rooms in the ark, 
and cover it inside and out with pitch . . .. 
Make a roof for the ark, and put the 
door of the ark m its side . .. . For my part 
I am going to bring a flood on the earth, 
to destroy from under heaven all 
flesh .. . But I will establish a covenant 

with you, and you shall come into the 
ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your 
sons' wives with you. And of every living 
thing you shall bring two of every kind 
into the ark, to keep them alive with 

you .. , . Also take with you every kind 
of food that is eaten." . . . All the foun-

tween us., he blei.~d us. • 

tams of the g1eat dt::ep burst forth, 
and the wmdows of the heavens were 
opened . . . The waters grddually re­
ceded from the earth . At the end of 
forty days, Noah opened a window of 
the ark .. . and sent out the raven, and 1l 

went to and fro until the waters were 
dried up from the earth. Then he sent 

will I ever agam dc<,t1oy every lw1n6 ct\!.l· 

turc .u 1 have done.· God b\(:\!>Cd 

Noah and h,> l>Ofl~ 

Souite Genu,\ b ~ 9 \. f~, New O,fu1d 
Annota!Ed 8,blr (01tfo1d 1~) 

out the dove f rorn h,m, to see if the wa­
ters had subsided from the face of the 
ground, but the dove found no place to 
set its foot, and it returned . . .. He 
waited another seven days, and again 
sent out the dove lwhich1 came back. to 
him .. . and there in its beak was a freshly 
plucked olive leaf, so Noah knew the wa­
ters had subsided from the earth. Then 
he . .. sent out the dove, and it did not 
return to him anymore ... . Noah built 
an altar to the Lord . . . and offered 
burnt offerings. And when the Lord 
smelled the pleasing odor, the Lord said 
in his heart, "I will never again curse the 
ground because of humankind .. . nor 

Questions for Analysis 
1. What are the sim1larit1e\ ,rnd differ 

ences between these two accounti.? 

2. What do these differences or siml\a1 
ties reveal about the two soc.1l!ties tt 
told these !:>tories? Does onl! ~eem 
derive from the other? Why or " 

not? 

3. How is the geography and chrnat 
Mesopotamia reflected in the S1 
rian version of the story? 


